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(Whicker and Schultz, 1982)
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Acute versus chronic?
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Chronic???
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UK natural 

background

Møller & Mousseau (2009)
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• Major UK-funded research project

http://www.ceh.ac.uk/tree

• Oct 2013 – Sept 2018

• International environmental 

radiation protection

• Chernobyl-based
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Hypothesis: 

Large mammal diversity and abundance is 
not significantly impacted by radiation 

exposure within the CEZ 
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Considerations for ecological research in the 

other radiologically contaminated sites)
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Niche influences
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Niche influences

Escobar et al., 2016



@DrMikeWood@DrMikeWood@DrMikeWood

Key messages

• Chernobyl = Natural Laboratory BUT use with care

• Early phases after the accident – impacts evident

• Long term impacts less clear

• When learning from Chernobyl, ecosystem science 

is fundamental. e.g.

• Ecosystem memory

• System permeability

• n-dimensional hypervolume
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My recommendation from 2005…

…is still a work in progress!
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Any 
questions?


